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SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Content:
Course participants will produce a design concept for a target audience,
participate in lectures and work within a real life client scenario. Successful
completion of the course will require attendance for 80 % of the classes;
with all student’s exercises completed and approved.

Objective:
During the course, students will apply creative design in various formats.
Students will provide research, analyze the information and create
a communication proposal that will act as a basis for a successive design project.
The objective of this course is to provide a platform of communication to different
audiences, and highlight how design influences a social campaign and visual
communication on a national level. In addition, students will also improve their
design skills and learn how to work in teams.
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LECTURES

LECTURES / MONDAY

Agata Szydłowska
How to depict a refugee?

Main Hall – Aula A
10:00–11:00

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Lecture
Agata Szydłowska is a design
writer, curator and educator.

“The perception of the [refugee] crisis
around the world suddenly changed
when a photo circulated of a dead
boy from Syria found lying face down
on a beach in Turkey” – we can learn
from a motion info-graphic about the
recent refugee crisis. Nothing could
be more drastic than an image of
a dead child’s body. At the same
time European public opinion faces
cognitive dissonance while seeing
pictures of refugees holding smart
phones. So they are not
poor and miserable, are they?
There is no doubt that our opinions,
emotions and actions towards the
refugees are influenced by images
we see in traditional and social
media. While humanitarian aid
professionals stress that we should
try to preserve a dignity of people
in need by not depicting them as
passive and vulnerable, the case
with the famous photo shows that
the world can only react when
they see most horrific pictures.
The talk will discuss the role and
responsibility of a designer in
presenting and depicting the refugee
crisis to the public.
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LECTURES / MONDAY

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Lecture

Pawel Polit is a writer on art, and
curator at the Muzeum Sztuki in Łódź.
He curated exhibitions at the Centre
for Contemporary Art Ujazdowski
Castle, Warsaw, including: Peter
Downsbrough (1994), Conceptual
Reflection in Polish Art: Experiences
of Discourse 1965–1975 (1999),
Stanislaw Ignacy Witkiewicz:
Philosophical Margins (2004), Martin
Creed (2004), Bruce Nauman (2009);
he co-curated exhibitions Ryszard
Stanisławski: Open Museum (2006)
oraz Włodzimierz Borowski: Network
of Time (MoMA in Warsaw, 2010).
Curator of exhibitions at the Muzeum
Sztuki in Łódź: The Themersons and
the Avant-Garde (2013), Jeremy Millar
(2014); co-curator of DADA Impulse
(2015). Published widely
in exhibition catalogues and
periodicals: Afterall, ARTMargins,
Er®go, Kresy, Magazyn Sztuki,
Obieg, Piktogram.

Immigration inevitably modifies
the structure of social relations.
Repressive mechanisms slow
down the assimilation process,
endowing the incomers with
marginal status. The lecture will
be an occasion to describe artistic
strategies which reveal different
aspects of dislocation: its cultural
consequences, immigrants’
inferior economical status and
the possibilities of communication
between them and the rest of society.
Presentation of works by Santiago
Sierra, Krzysztof Wodiczko and
Isaac Julien will be interspersed
with references to works included
in the exhibition Hostipitality curated
by Jarosław Lubiak and held
at the Muzeum Sztuki in Łódź
in 2010.

Pawel Polit
Aspects of dislocation in
the work of Santiago Sierra,
Krzysztof Wodiczko and
Isaac Julien

Main Hall – Aula A
11:00–12:00
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LECTURES / MONDAY
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Lecture
Marcin Drabek, M.A. Graduated
from Cultural Studies Institute
at the University of Wrocław.
Over the last 10 years has actively
worked on the fields of market and
social research, advertising and
visual culture studies. His academic
interests include history and theory
of visual culture, photography
practices, advertising and persuasive
communication. Works as a strategist
and researcher.

As part of the workshop I will present
a critical review of image strategies
used in social campaigns devoted
to refugees and migrants from the
perspective of visual cultural studies
and the practice of public relations.
I will analyze how these campaigns
are constructed, what is the image
of a refugee emerging from those
actions, what problems does it solve
and how it could be effective.
As an example, I will refer to some
of the most recent events in Europe.

Marcin Drabek
Disturbing images. Refugees
in social campaigns

Main Hall – Aula A
13:00–14:00
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LECTURES / MONDAY

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Lecture

Marjatta Itkonen, born Helsinki,
Finland Education: Academy of
Fine Arts in Warsaw, Master of Arts,
Henryk Tomaszewski’s poster studio,
1976 Designer & partner, Studio Viiva,
1982–2010.
Professor of graphic design, Aalto
University, School of Arts, Design
and Architecture, 2002–2014.
Exhibitions: Finland, Poland, Russia,
Mexico, Slovenia, Korea Workshops
& lectures: France, Belgium, Poland,
Germany, Slovenia, Czech Republic,
USA, Mexico, China Real life projects
with students: Common responsibility
campaigns, Blue1 airplanes,
Hello and goodbye Nokia book,
Resolutions book project Unicef
International students’
poster exhibition. A jury member
among others: Mexico International
Poster Biennale, Warsaw
International Poster Biennial, Best
Annual Reports in Finland, Best
Finnish film posters.

Social design course participants
will work in teams and create design
concepts for a targeted audience.
First week is concentrating
on research and the second one
on creating visual communication
concepts. The outcome proposals
should be creative and innovative.
The aim is to produce a real life
project and the chosen concept
by the jury will be then finalized.

Marjatta Itkonen
Social design student
projects

Main Hall – Aula A
14:00–15:00
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LECTURES / TUESDAY

David Skully
Small Hall – Aula C1
9:00–10:00

The global political context
of migration and refugee
flows

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Lecture
David Skully, an American
economist, is director of research
at Fundacja Sztuki Nowej
ZNACZY SIĘ (Kraków). He
worked (1980–2005) with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
in Washington on the problems of
food security and food aid
in developing countries,
agricultural policies and international
trade agreements and disputes; and
continues to work on these issues
as a consultant for the Food and
Agricultural Organization of the U.N.
(FAO, Rome). He has taught
at universities in Slovakia, Poland
and Bangladesh, where he was
a Senior Fulbright Scholar (2006/07).
Skully holds a BA in history from
Reed College (1978) and a PhD
in economics (1990) from George
Mason University. He lives in Kraków.

The talk consists of three related
parts:
1.

Migration and refugees
in a global perspective: numbers,
sources and destinations.

2. The “push-pull” model:
understanding and predicting
migrant and refugee flows.
3. Risks and vulnerabilities of being
a female or child migrant/refugee.
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Lecture
Marysia Złonkiewicz, graduate
of culture studies and tourism,
NGO worker.

People of different professions and
backgrounds who create a variety
of projects in solidarity with refugees.
Grassroots initiative showing that
within Polish society there is a place
for refugees and will to help them.

Marysia Złonkiewicz
With Bread and Salt –
showing solidarity
with refugees in Poland

Small Hall – Aula C1
10:00–11:00
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SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Lecture

Katerina Antonaki
is an independent graphic designer, “Literacy without experience creates
researcher and visiting tutor
detachment” – Allegra Fuller Snyder
at Graphic Design Department,
Technological Education Institute
Lecture on the refugees situation
of Athens. Throughout the years she
in Greece and the reaction of local
has worked in advertising and design communities in problem solving.
industry and has collaborated
Presentation of Greek art and design
with a variety of teams and
projects related to social issues.
individuals on diverse projects
What is the contemporary scene
from brand identity, book design,
of refugees in Greece? How do
to environmental design. Currently
local communities respond and get
she is interested in the role of visual
involved? A short presentation based
communication in building brand
on the news, on my recent personal
identities and she is investigating
experience from Lesvos trip and
the links and the interferences
on my everyday experience as
between graphic design and
a habitant of central Athens.
urban space. She also explores
In response to a collapsing social
the active role of Graphic Design
structure due to the financial crisis
(the visual and textual aspects of
of Greece and political system failure,
communication) at the social and
art gets inspired and takes hold
political level.
of public discourse. Art scenery
seems to be direct in its reaction
Her research interests focus
getting inspired from the current
on the visual identity of public space, social and political issues (crisis,
the role of spontaneity in design
migration and so on). Could art and
process as well as design
design function as an inspirational
methodologies and mapping. She
platform, to support the community
holds an MA in Critical theory and
and the state to stand up
practice of Design from Goldsmiths
on the situation?
University of London.

Katerina Antonaki

Refugees scene in Greece:
facts and flexibility of the
artistic community

Small Hall – Aula C1
11:00–12:00
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Monika Rogowska-Stangret,
A theorist and researcher in the fields
of philosophy, gender studies and
animal studies, Monika approaches
the refugee crisis from the
perspective of ethics.
She collaborates with the Institute
of Philosophy, University of Warsaw
and she currently teaches at the
Institute of Applied Social Sciences.
She defended her PhD thesis entitled
“The Body – Beyond Otherness and
Sameness. Three Figures of the Body
in Contemporary Philosophy” at the
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology,
Polish Academy of Sciences
(October 2013).
She is a Member of Management
Committee of European network:
“New Materialism: Networking
European Scholarship on ‘How
Matter Comes to Matter’”, European
Cooperation in Science and

Technology (COST), Action IS 1307.
In 2010–2011 Monika received
fellowship from The Kosciuszko
Foundation and she was a fellow
at Rutgers. The State University
of New Jersey.
For more information see: https://
independent.academia.edu/
MonikaRogowskaStangret

Monika
Rogowska-Stangret
Approaching a refugee
crisis from the perspective
of ethics

Small Hall – Aula C1
13:00–14:00
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Lecture
The Helsinki Foundation for Human
Rights was founded in 1989 and
is now one of the largest NGOs
in Poland. Its activities include
conducting monitoring and research
in the field of human rights, providing
legal assistance to Poles and
foreigners, conducting strategic
litigation and other actions in the
public interest. The Foundation
cooperates with international
institutions dealing with human
rights, since 2007 has a consultative
status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations
(ECOSOC). The Legal Assistance
Program for Refugees and Migrants
was established in 1992 to provide
cost-free legal assistance to
foreigners and to undertake litigation
actions. The scope of its activity
includes i.a. monitoring of the
observance of the Polish, EU and
international law by Polish authorities
in cases of foreigners, preparation
of the opinions to draft legal acts
regarding foreigners and conducting
trainings about migration.

Maja Łysienia, llegal counsel,
coordinator of Legal Assistance
Program for Refugees and Migrants
of the Helsinki Foundation for Human
Rights; Master of Law from the
University of Warsaw, the author
of publications on migration issues
i.a. „Foreigners in Poland. Handbook
for public officials” (2015) or “Asylum
Information Database. Country
report: Poland” (2015), member
of the Expert Committee on Migrants
in Polish Ombudsman office.

Maja Łysienia

Migration law: basic
terminology, responsible
public authorities,
procedures and
ngos’ support for refugees
and immigrants

Small Hall – Aula C1
14:00–15:00

35

LECTURES / TUESDAY

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Elżbieta Kiełak cross-cultural
psychologist. Graduated from
Warsaw School of Social Sciences
and Humanities (SWPS), Institute
for Psychology of Cross-Cultural
Relations in 2004 and INTRA The
School of Trainers. For 8 years she
worked as an institutional Erasmus
coordinator in SWPS. Adaptation into
new cultures is well known for her
both due to her area of study, as well
as from her personal experiences.
She spent one year in Stockholm/
Sweden, working as a volunteer
in the frame of European Voluntary
Service Program. Since 2005 she
also works as a trainer. She
co-created the program of inventive
cultural adaptation workshops
for international students coming
to study to Warsaw. In addition, she
conducts workshops on crosscultural competencies, cultural
awareness, cross – cultural
communication and differences,
as well as adaptation to the new
culture and culture shock. She is
also engaged in global education
activities in Poland. Currently she is
coordinating the Global Education
Working within Grupa Zagranica

(Polish platform
of civil society organizations,
engaged in development
cooperation, democracy support,
humanitarian aid and global
education).She worked for different
non-governmental organizations,
as well for different groups
of professionals in both, Polish and
English language. Because of her
Swedish experience, she can also
speak Swedish. She is a member
of a trainers pool within the Polish
National Agency of the Erasmus +
Youth Program. She is also a member
of Servas International, Sietar
Polska and The Anti-discrimination
Education Association (TEA).

Elżbieta Kiełak
Film screening and
discussion. Moderated
by Marjatta Itkonen

Small Hall – Aula C1
15:00–16:00
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LECTURES / WEDNESDAY

Tomasz Duda
Small Hall – Aula C1
09:00–10:00

Dialogue as a tool for
integration

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Lecture
Tomasz Duda lecturer at the
Medical University of Warsaw. PhD
student of the Faculty of Psychology
Universities of Warsaw. Associate
Nansen Center for Peace and
Dialogue.

Dialogue creates spaces to improve
communication and cooperation
in divided communities. Successful
dialogue builds bridges of trust
and understanding that enable
the participants to work for a more
inclusive society. To do this people
must be treated as equals and
with respects. That means to walk
alongside them and strengthen them
in their struggles. The precondition
of these works is the belief that the
good in man is stronger than the
destructive forces.
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Katarzyna Olga Jarecka,
born 30th October 1990 in Warsaw.
Graduate of the Polish-Japanese
Academy of Information Technology
in Warsaw, specialization
in Animation, and of the Academy
of Fine Arts in Katowice,
specialization in Graphic Design.
Gained experience working for
Grey Group Poland, an international
advertising agency based in Warsaw,
and in Mamastudio and Cuda Wianki
Studio, two prestigious graphic
design studios, as well as in Film
Fiction Adrian Pawłowski, a film
production house. Cooperated with
the organizers of Motyf, International
Students’ Moving Type Festival
by designing a book inaugurating
the first edition of the Festival which
was presented at the XI International
Biennial of Students Graphic Design
AGRAFA 2015. Scored 3rd in the
Polish edition of the Young Creative
Chevrolet awards 2012 contest

in Visualisation category.
Her works were exhibited
at domestic and international
exhibitions.

Kasia Jarecka
MA project presentation –
Multicultural savoir vivre
by the table

Small Hall – Aula C1
10:00–11:00
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Lecture
Martyna Wawrowska – Alumna
of Academy of Fine Art in Katowice
on Faculty of Design. She specializes
at visual information and editorial
design. In 2015 nominated to awards
in contests “Śląska Rzecz”,”
The Most Beautiful Books of 2014”
and “11th International Biennal
of Students’ Graphic Design
AGRAFA 2015”.

The goal of my work is to inform
refugees how to apply for refugee
status in Poland and increase their
awareness of refugee proceedings.
Due to the lack of information
concerning this matter, I decided to
create a website containing essential
informations needed
by refugees applying for protection
in Poland. The result of my work is
a guide that explains all steps
of such proceedings in simply way;
customized for this group of users.
The guide was created as diploma
project in Lettering and Typography
Studio at Academy of Fine Arts
in Katowice.

Martyna Wawrowska
BA project presentation –
The guide for foreigners
applying for refugee status
in Poland

Small Hall – Aula C1
10:00–11:00
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Lecture
Yadzia Williams a senior lecturer
at the North Wales School of Art and
Design, Glyndwr University in North
Wales. I was born in a Polish Camp
in North Wales to Polish and Czech
immigrants. I am an Illustrator and
Image Maker working mainly through
the medium of Printmaking. With
a passion for creating Handmade
Books.

The Lecture is my father’s journey
of despair, fear, determination,
bravery and survival from the point
of deportation by the Russians from
his home in Chelm, Poland
in 1939 to his exile in Britain after
the war ended. Along this journey he
became many things: a victim
of ethnic cleansing, a migrant,
a refugee and an exile.
I invite you to listen to my lecture and
decide for yourselves the stages
at which these words of human
movement applied to my father along
his journey.

Yadzia Williams
From Migrant to Refugee

ROOM 120A, bld.A
1st fl. 11:00–12:00
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LECTURES / THURSDAY

Marta Rawłuszko
C10, back door C
09:00–10:00

Migrants and refugees in
Polish schools – problems
and solutions

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Marta Rawłuszko – member
of the Antidiscrimination Education
Association (Towarzystwo Edukacji
Antydyskryminacyjnej (TEA), gender
equality trainer, social researcher
focusing on problems of prejudice
and school discrimination, involved
in various advocacy activities for
equal treatment and human rights.
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WORKSHOPS

WORKSHOPS

Bread is an essential part of our
daily food. The taste and smell bring
memories from childhood, kitchen
at home, holidays, eating with friends
or family feasts. Each region or
country has it’s own specific kind
of bread. We’ll prepare sandwiches
with our ingredients. During the
process we’ll discuss about our
memories and make friends with
each other. At the end we’ll consume
what we have prepared. The idea
here is that at the end we all are very
similar.

Elżbieta Kiełak,
Marta Rawłuszko,
Marjatta Itkonen

Title: Bread & memories

C10, back door
C09:00–12:00

Content:
Food is one of the most important
factors on everyday life. Often,
traveling abroad, one may not even
realize the number
of cultural differences in this area.
Absentmindedness or ignorance
may result in an improper behavior
or even insulting the locals. The set
of carry-on guidebooks on savoir
vivre has been created for the
travelers who find it important
to acknowledge the eating habits
of the region, conform to the local
behavior and to pay proper tribute
to the people of the destination
countries and their tradition and
culture.

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

120A, bldg A

Yadzia Williams

1st year

Katerina Antonaki
C025, bldg C
2nd year

Marjatta Itkonen
C10, back door C
3d year

Content:

WORKSHOPS
editorial
illustration design

This project is a series of short daily
workshops. You can collaborate
where necessary. No fixed rules.
Yet some limitations are imposed
to aid the creative process.
The theme of this workshop is
MIGRATE. You must include the
word MIGRATE in your final image.
This can be in any language you
choose. This theme is open to your
interpretation. Your end result must
communicate to an international
audience. You will be introduced
to the five point design process,
which you will follow for this project.
Limitations Investigate the
possibilities of image making
(poster design). You are limited
to one typeface (you can use any
weights you wish. The size
of the image (poster) you produce
(90x60 cm) Portrait. You are limited
to print only Black/white and grey
tones.
You will aim to produce three images
that will be displayed in various
environments. They can be individual
ideas or work as a triptych.
1. Somewhere in the college;
2. Outside of the college;
3. Online via tumblr.

MIGRATE
Yadzia Williamss

These sites should be active spaces
and the images should rotate
on a weekly basis.
The typeface you may use is Activ
by Daalton Mag. Read about their
trial license offer for students and
academic work below (https://www.
daltonmag.com/download/dama/
TrialLicenceAgreement.pdf.0)
The project is 5 days long.
By the end of Day 3 we should have
ideas finalized and had a crit.
Day 4 we should have the artwork
finished and printed for a final crit.
On Day 5.
For the final crit the images can be
printed 45x30 cm.

SOCIAL DESIGN COURSE

Students are asked to collect objects
from the city and/or home and
‘connect’ them to an issue related
with the refugees (history
of immigration, notion
of dislocation, un-rooting, formation
of new communities, mobility, real
or imaginative, threaten of survival,
causes of immigration, ethical issues,
solutions, food culture, personal
feelings, design questions, a poem,
an article from the news, personal
opinion, interviews with immigrants,
notions of home …).
Based on the idea of lost and found,
message in a bottle, this photograph
is a proof students are asked to index
their thoughts and finally choose one
on which they will work thoroughly
and they will present.
After choosing the object they will be
asked to write a short text (max 200
words) explaining why they chose
this certain object. (individual work)
Following that they will photo-shoot
the objects in the classroom. (team
work) (art direction from the students
based on a concept that has been
discussed in advance).
Final step is editing the book:
creating meaninful concepts
collectively, working with texts and
images. (team work)

Goal:
Work both individually and in teams
to produce a communal final design.
Students are challenged to create
content through the process of
semantic connections in between
the real objects, the narratives and
multilayering aspects.
Working on the diverse inspirations
from the lectures and their personal
research and discussions are asked
to pick up a real object and connect
it with a theme that had
a strong impact on them. Filtering the
multilayering social issues, leading
to connections with ‘real’ objects.
Creation of a book with personal
narratives based both on the objects
(distillates) and their comprehension
of the lectures. A displacement from
the theory to the ‘real’.
The ‘book’ will work as a communal
feedback of the students based
on their personal understandings
from the diverse lectures they will
follow and also a creative tool for us.

multimedia design

Content:
nt:

Half of the students could work
on the creation of the blog of the
project (use of open platform tumblr
or wordpress) so as
to map the stages of their research,
materials from lectures, personal
understanding, design sketches, final
outcomes of this first week.

DESIGNING
A BOOK

physical or digital, based on objects collection.
Empirical Investigation through making
semantic connections.

Katerina Antonakii

